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FROM USDEL TO FAO CONFERENCE 

...SUPPORT AND IMPETUS TO IT. 
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8. THE CONFERENCE GAVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO POSSIBLE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PREPARATIONAND ORGANIZATION OF THE WORLD 
FOOD CONFERENCE. IT RECONGNIZED TAHT NO DECISIONS ON THIS MATTER 
COULD BE TAKEN BEFORE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAD REACHED ITS FINAL 
CONCLUSIONS ON THE PROPOSAL FOR THE CONVENING OF A WORLD 

FOOD CONFERENCE. NEVERTHELESS IT FELT STRONGLY THAT, 

AS THE ORGANIZATION IN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM WITH SPECIFIC 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE, THE SPECIAL ROLE OF 
FAO SHOULD BE GIVEN FULL RECOGNITION WHEN SUCH ARRANGEMENTS WERE 
MADE. IT ALSO STATED THE NEED FOR UNCATD AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
AND PROGRAMMES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM TO COOPERATE IN THE 
UNDERTAKING. THE CONFERENCE /AUTHORIZED/ THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
TO ENTER INTO APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS FOR FAO PARTICIPATION 
IN THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE SHOULD THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECIDE TO 
CONVENE IT. SUBJECT TO THE TERMS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S 
DECISION ON THIS POINT, THE CONFERENCE /ENDORSED/ THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL'S SUGGESTIONS THAT THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE 
SECRETARIAT BE ESTABLISHED JOINTLY BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF FAO. MANY 
DELEGATIONS SUGGESTED THAT THE SECRET ARY-GENERALL OR EXECUTIVE 
SECREARY OF THE CONFERENCE BE A NATIONAL OF A DEVELOPING 
COUNTRY WITH A CLOSE KNOWLEDGE OF DEVELOPMENT AND IN PARTICULAR 
OF FOOD PROBLEMS. IT WAS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CONFERENCE BE FROM A DEVELOPING COUNTRY. 

9. WITH REGARD TO TIMING, THE CONFERENCE RECOMMENDED NOVEMBER 
1974 AS THE DATE OF THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE. CONSIDERING THAT 
THE NECESSARY FACILITIES WOULD BE AVAILABLE AT FAO HEADQUAR- 
TERS, AND THAT THE BULK OF THE PREPARATORY WORK WAS LIKELY 

TO BE DONE BY FAO, IN COOPERATION WITH UNCTAD AS WELL AS 
WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMMES, THE CONFERENCE 
/RECOMMENDED/ THAT THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE BE HELD IN 
ROME. IT ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT THE SECRETARIAT 
OF THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE BE LOCATED IN ROME. IT OFFERED 
THE FACILITIES TO FAO HEADQUARTERS FOR MEETINGS OF THE PREPA- 
RATORY COMMITTEE. 
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10. A NUMBER OF SUGGESTIONS WERE ADVANCED REGARDING THE COMPOSE 
TION OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE. 

IT WAS GENERALLY FELT THAT THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE SHOULD 

BE MANAGEABLE IN SIZE, WHILE ALLOWING FOR THE EQUITABLE 
REPRESENTATION OF ALL REGIONS AND STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT. 

MANY DELEGATIONS WOULD LIKE TO SEE A FORMAL ASSOCIATION OF 
FAO IN THE SELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE. 
HOWEVER, THE TIMING DIFFICULTIES WERE RECOGNIZED, SINCE 
NEITHER THE CONFERENCE NOR THE COUNCIL WOULD BE IN SESSION WHEN 
THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE WAS LIKELY TO BE SET UP BY ECOSOC AND 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE CONFERENCES URGED THE GOVERNMENTS 
OF COUNTRIES SELECTED FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEE TO DESIGNATE AS THEIR REPRESENTATIVES OFFICIALS 
FAMILIAR WITH DEVELOPMENT ISSUES, AND ESPECIALLY WITH FOOD 
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PROBLEMS. THE CONFERENCE ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
FAO IN COOPERATION WITH UNCTAD AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMMES, BEING DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE WORK OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE. IN THIS CONNECTION 
THE CONFERENCE FELT THAT THE INDEPENDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
SHOULD ATTEND THE MEETINGS OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE AND 
THE WORLD FOOD COFERENCE IN AN APPROPRIATE CAPACITY. THE USE- 
FULNESS OF THE FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCES CONSIDERING THE ISSUES 
EXPECTED TO COME BEFORE THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE WAS URGED 
BY A NUMBER OF SPEAKERS. 

1 1 . IN CONCLUDING ITS DEBATE, THE CONFERENCE CONSIDERED THAT 

THE CONVENING OF A WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT 
STEPONLY IF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAD THE POLITICAL WILL 
TO TAKE DECISIVE STEPS TO OVERCOME THE WORLD FOOD PROBLEM. 

IT EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ALL GOVERNMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WOULD COLLABORATE SPEEDILY AND EFFICIENTLY 
IN THE COMMON AIM OF HOLDING A WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE THAT 
WOULD LEAD TO EFFECTIVE AND LASTING RESULTS. 

/BUDGET ASPECT FO THE 1974 WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE/ 

12. THE CONFERENCE CONSIDERED THE POSSIBLE FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CONVENING OF A WORLD 
FOOD CONFERENCE IN 1974 UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS. IT RECOGNIZED THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME NO SPECIFIC 
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BUDGET PROPOSAL COULD BE SUBMITTED. SINCE IT WAS NOT KNOWN 
WHETHER THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY WOULD IN FACT DECIDE TO CONVENE 
A WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE, NOR WHAT PROVISION WOULD BE MADE 
FOR SUCH AN EVENT IN THE UNITED NATIONS BUDGET. THE CONFERENCE 
THEREFORE /AUTHORIZED/ THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO DRAW ON THE 
WORKING CAPITAL FUND UP TO A MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF $500,000 
TO COVER COSTS CONNECTED WITH THE PREPARATION FOR, OR 
SERVICING OF, THE PROPOSED WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE IF IT WERE 
HELD. THE CONFERENCE /REQUESTED/ THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO 
REPORT TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND THE COUNCIL ON THE EXPEN- 
DITURE OF THIS MONEY, AND INSOFAR AS TIMING PERMITTED TO 
SUBMIT PROPOSALS TO THESE BODIES BEFORE EXPENTITURES WERE 
ACTUALLY INCURRED. IN REACHING THIS DECISION THE CONFERENCE 
NOTED THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN PREFERABLE, HAD CIRCUMSTANCES 
PERMITTED, FOR THE NECESSARY EXPENDITURES TO HAVE BEEN INCLUDED 
IN THE PROGRAMME OF WORK AND BUDGET FOR 1974-1975. IT RECOGNIZED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE CONTRIBUTION REQUIRED FROM THE ORGANIZATION 
WOULD REMAIN UNCLEAR UNTIL THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAD REACHED 
A CONCLUSION REGARGING THE PROPOSAL FOR A WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE. 
UNQUOTE. VOLPE 
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